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What Does Personalized Learning Mean for Students?
If we were to ask our kids what 
they want from school, I don’t 
believe that we would get a 
drastically different answer than 
we got a decade or two ago. I 
believe that students want to be 
inspired, engaged and motivated. 
They want to learn new things, to 
be challenged and to do things 
differently. Whereas maybe some 
of us were happy to sit at school 
and have information given to us 
and copy that down, learning by 
rote, children now don’t want this 
and won’t accept this at school. 
They like working with each other 
and finding things out for them-
selves. I think this is also what we 
need to be doing as responsive 
teachers. We need to be giving 
children the skills to think for 
themselves and be active learners 

who take responsibility for their 
own learning.

To put it simply, personalized 
learning means that each student 
will have his/her learning needs 
met. Personalized learning class-
rooms may look and feel differ-
ent for today’s students than they 
did when their parents were in 

school, but students are likely to 
understand the changes. In fact, 
many schools shift to personal-
ized learning because of commu-
nity conversations with students 
and their families who share 
their frustrations with the current 
system and want to see a new 
approach put into place. In other 
words, because students stand to 
gain the most from the shift to 
personalized learning, they are 
typically the biggest advocates 
for these changes. 

Students are excited about per-
sonalized learning for these 
reasons:

•Students have a say in their 
learning.
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SMS Student Spotlight
This week’s student spotlight features 
Carys Earywine and Erin Pease. These 
two young ladies recently competed in 
the KHSAA state cross country meet at 
the KY Horse Park in Lexington. Out of 
215 runners, Carys, an 8th grader and 
newcomer to cross county, placed 72nd 
while Erin, a 7th grader, placed 103rd.   
We are extremely proud of their ac-
complishments! Their dedication to 
the sport is impressive. Many hours 
are spent after school and on week-
ends training for their races. Carys has 
a personal record of 21.29 , and Erin’s 
personal record was achieved at the 
state meet with a time of 22:35.  Con-
gratulations on these two young ladies 
for being #FCSBold!

“As we express our gratitude, we must 
never forget that the highest apprecia-
tion is not to utter words, but to live by 
them. ” 

-John F. Kennedy

MONDAY

Break Day Schedule - Cougar 
Coach Sessions

Admin Team Meeting @ 
8:30

The Silver Snakes Team are selling 
black and gold SMS Rise and Roar 
silicone wristbands for $2. These 
would make great stocking stuffers. 
See any teacher on the team if you 
are interested in purchasing one.

WEDNESDAY

Faculty Meeting 3:40 - 4:40 
We will talk about the writ-
ing plan that will begin after 
Thanksgiving

Wear your Hurricane Harvey 
t-shirts

THURSDAY

PLC Day (ELEOT Data)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Next Gen Leadership Meet-
ing in Georgetown

Just a reminder, any assignment that you have given 
students in Canvas MUST have a due date. Assignments 
that do not have due dates WILL NOT be calculated in 
the grade shown in Canvas. Please let me know if you 
have any questions about this.

We will have a faculty meeting this week after school.  
Our Curriculum and Instruction Committee along 
with the ELA teachers have been working on a plan 
to strengthen our writing program here at SMS.  On 
Wednesday afternoon, we will talk go over the plan 
more specifically and give each of you the opportunity 
to ask questions if you have them.

Due to the hard work and generosity of our staff, stu-
dents, and the entire community, we were able to raise 
$2500 for the American Red Cross to benefit Hurricane 
Harvey victims.  This is an AMAZING accomplishment. 
Joanna King, from the American Red Cross will be here 
on Wednesday to accept our donation. We would love it 
if all you could wear your “Be The Good” shirts on that 

Staff Reminders
day.  Additionally, please encourage your students to do the same.

Our first Exhibition Night is coming up (1 week from Monday). Please let 
Mrs. Wilson or I know when your next team meeting is scheduled.  We 
would like to attend so that we know your plans for that night and how 
we can better support you and your students to help make it a success-
ful event. I am really looking forward to seeing what our students have 
been working on.

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks 
take place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye 
on student progress. Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make 
every effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone 
call.
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Alicia Wallingford is an instructional assistant in the FMD classroom 
at SMS.  She and her husband Michael reside in Flemingsburg with 
their youngest daughter Bryna, a senior at Fleming County High 
School. Michael and Alicia’s oldest daughter Sheree also lives here 
in town with her boyfriend Shannon and their son Kyson. Michael is 

a skilled carpenter. Alicia has worked as an instruc-
tional assistant with Fleming County Schools for 9 
years, the last four being at SMS. Alicia learned sign 
language so she could teach one her students, Dee, 
how to communicate with others. Alicia is always 
willing and eager to attend after school events 
as well as assist with planning activities outside 
of school so that all students can be included in 
extracurricular opportunities. She is very dedicated 
to her students and goes above and beyond what is 
asked of her.  That’s what makes her #FCSBold!!
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FRIDAY

Break Day Schedule

EXHIBITION NIGHT

Join us for our first ever Exhibition Night. 
Students will share their learning with 
authentic audiences as we provide them 
with an opportunity to share their story, 
reflect on their growth, and engage in real 
dialogue with others about their learning 
and their futures. 

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

•The individual needs of each 
student are met, so each stu-
dent is successful.

•Students have a clear under-
standing of their learning goals 
and know how to achieve them.

•Students get to make choices 
about how they “show what they 
know.”

•Students get the support they 
need when they are challenged 
by a concept.

•Students get the encourage-
ment they need when they are 
ready to move forward.

Personalizing learning is about 

focusing on each student’s 
needs. This means instruction is 
offered at a level appropriate to 
a student’s learning goals and 

strengths, instruction may be 
offered in a variety of learning 
modalities, and there is real-
time feedback for students and 
teachers on each student’s pro-
gress. Teachers can personalize 
instruction for each student 
with help from the effective use 
of technology.

At Simons Middle School we 
are fortunate to have one to 
one technology for every stu-
dent.  We must use that advan-
tage in conjunction with the 
Canvas learning management 
system to find ways to person-
alize our instruction so that 
every student is working on 
what they need to be successful 
in a way that benefits them the 
most.
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